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TO THE 
WORTHY INHABITANTS 
S.. S 14 F:0 Rs, 
SOUTHWARK. 
eas 


 _Laprzs and GENTLEMEN, 


T HE following plain Sermon was not ori- 
giually intended for publication; but as other Candi- 


dates have publiſhed theirs, I would not be wanting in 


My 


reſpect to the Pariſhioners by witholding mine. 
uſual mode of Preaching, being by ſhort notes, I caunot 
vouch for every Sentence that was delivered; though J 
hows endeavoured to preſerve the Phraſeology, as well 


as the Subſtance of the Diſcourſe : and thoſe who ho- 
& 4 nored 


(6 
nored me with the hearing of it from the Pulpit, ꝛvill, 1 
doubt not, do me the juſtice to ackno wledge F that nothing 


material is added, omitted, or altered. 


Zam, with all Reſpect, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your obliged and aſfectionate Servant, 


8 WiILLIAu WINE wOR TH. 


April 22, 1794. 


A SER- 


SERMON, &c. 


2 — 


A 


| Jupces, Chap. 3, Part of Verſe 20. 
, HAVE A MESSAGE FROM GOD UNTO THEE." 


5 — — 


TR E hiſtorical Parts of the Old Teſtament, are 
not to be read as mere narrations of paſt events; but 

conſidered as affording important Leſſons of Inſtruct- 
ion to the Church of God, to the End of Time. 
One principal deſign of this Book, is to deter us from 
the commiſſion of Iniquity, by ſnewing how God in- 
flicted ſevere Puniſhments upon His ancient People 
on account of their tranſgreſſions: and alſo His rea- 
dineſs to forgive, whenever we truly repent of our 
folly, by acquainting us of His condeſcending atten- 
tion to their humble and penitent Supphcations, and 
ſending them ſuch Deliverers as were ſuited to their 
afflictive circumſtances ; but always in ſuch a man- 


ner, as muſt convince them that it was His hand alone 
that interpoſed in their behalf. OR 


3 This 


1 
This Chapter furniſhes ſeveral procts of the truth 
of theſe obſervations, eſpecially one immediately con- 
nected with our Text. The Children of Iſrael did 


evil in the ſight of the Lord: and he ſtrengthened 
Eglon, King of Moab againſt them, who having 


made a league with the Ammonites and Amalekites, 


fought againſt and ſubdued them, and they were his 
tributaries eighteen years. — They felt with ſorrow his 
galling yoke, and reflecting that their diſobedience to 
God was the real cauſe of their ſufferings, lamented 


their folly, and cried unto the Lord for help; who, 


ever attentive to the voice of miſery, raiſed up Ehud, 
an obſcure man of the Tribe of Benjamin ; by whom 


they ſent a preſent to Eglon, over and above the uſual 


burden he had laid upon them ; and having obtained 
a private audience ſpoke theſe words, under a Divine 
Impulſe, when he was about to do a deed, which 
_ Otherwiſe would have been highly reprehenſible.— All 
the uſe I mean to make of them at this time, 1s by 
way of accommodation, as they are expreſſive of the 


Miniſtration of the Goſpel, which is to deliver God's 


Meſſage to Mankind. 


I ſtand before you to day, as a Candidate for your 
favor, and having ſolicited your ſuffrages to be one 
of your ſtated Miniſters, I think it right, as an honeſt 
Man, openly and fully to declare what are my views 
of the Miniftry of the Goſpel; and if I ſhould be 
more diffuſe, and detain you longer than is cuſtomary 
on theſe occaſions, I truſt the importance of the ſub- 
ject, and the difficulty of compreſſing ſo much matter 
in a very ſmall compaſs, will be admitted as a ſuffi- 
cient Apology.—Lert me then crave your kind and 
candid attention, whilſt we conſider it in the following 


manner. 


I. The Meſſage itſelf. 
II. How it ought to be delivered. 


43.3. 


( 
III. In what manner it ſhould be — to Edifi. 


cation. 


. The Meſſage i is a declaration of the Revealed | 
Will of God, as ; the Rule of action, and the Means 
of Happineſs. I call it a declaration of God's Re- 
vealed Will, in oppoſition to all the inventions of 
Men, rejecting with diſdain, as derogatory to Divine 
Truth, unwritten Traditions, enthuſiaſtic Reveries, 
or philoſophic Dogmas ; appealing for confirmation 
of the Doctrine publicly delivered, To the Law, 
and to the Teſtimony ;” for whoever * f peaks not 
* according to this r it is becauſe there is no 
« Light in him.” [ //a. 8. 20.j—This Revelation 
conſilts principally of two Parts, ſubſervient to the 
ſame end; namely, the Glory of God, in the promo- 
tion of Man's felicity. | 


1. The Law, which is a clear and full direction for 
the conduct of all Mankind; and is founded partly 
on the neceſſary Relation that ſubſiſts between the 
Creator, and His rational Creatures: and partly on 
God's Sovereign Will; hence aroſe the prohibition 
not to eat of the fruit of a particular Tree in the Gar- 
den of Eden. Gen. 2. 17. It was given to Man 
in his State of Innocence, otherwiſe there could be 
no Sin; for it is a fixed point in Divinity © Where 
« there is no Law, there 1s no Tranſgrefſion.” «The _ 
ſubſtance of this Law is contained 1n that reafonable 
injunction, ** Thou ſnalt love the Lord thy God with 
* all thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with 
fe all thy Mind, and with all thy Strength : And 
& thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” ¶ Mark 1 2. 30. 31. 


This pure and perfect Rule of human action, rice 
ly enjoined, unerring and perpetual obedience, pro- 
miſing ample rewards to the obſervers of it, even a 
glorious and happy ay the enjoyment of the 0 f 

A 4 1 


CE 3 
of God—“ This do and live.“ But denouncing a 
dreadful curſe upon the Breakers of it, for thus it is 
. written, ** Curſed is every one that continueth not 
5e in all things written in the Book of the Law to do 
ce them.” [ Gal. 3. 10.] Who is there in all this 
3 numerous Congregition, or what individual 1s there 
1 of the human Race, that does not, alas! come under 
| this malediction? you have juſt heard, when the 
| Children were catechiſed, that we are all Born in 
be Sin and are Children of Wrath.” None can ſay 
with truth that he has ſtrictly, conſtantly, and conſci- 
entiouſly performed his duty; or that he has never 
| tranſgreſſed the Divine Commands. Hence ariſes 
N the reaſonableneſs, and neceſſity of univerſal Repent- 
ance ; Except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” 
g [Luke 13. 5. - Which Repentance when unfeigned, 
i and beneficial, is a hatred of Sin, a heart-felt forrow 
q for having committed it, and an earneſt deſire to be 
| delivered from the evil of it, both in Puniſhment and 
Practice. | 


r 


2. When the Soul is convinced of the dreadful evil 
of Sin, and the heart is broken and contrite; the ſe- 
cond part of the Divine Meſſage, namely the Goſpel, 

is attended to, with all the anxiety that a condemned 
Criminal ſeeks for Pardon, and deliverance— The 
Goſpel may be called, a declaration of God's Remedy 
for thEReſtoration and Salvation of loſt Man De- 
viſed by Divine Wiſdom—Performed by Almighty 
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0 Power And Promulgated by Infinite Goodneſs— 3 
1 Teſus Chriſt a Perſon 1n the Godhead, equal with the ” 
þ Father, and the Holy Ghoſt in every poſſible Excel- I 


lence and Perfection, undertakes to be the Mediator 
between God and Man; by taking upon Him human 

L nature, and by His perfect Obedience, and voluntary 
= Sufferings, pays the Penalty, and fulfills the Precept 
| of the Divine Law, as a Subſtitute for His believing 
People The Law is thus magnified, and made 

| | cc honorable 
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« honorable.”—* Reconciliation to God is attainable 
« by faith; © for He died the Juſt for the unjuſt to 
« bring us to God.” His mediation is accepted, 
and made known to all by His Reſurrection from the 
dead; which is a full proof that Juſtice was ſatisfied; 
for, the Apoſtle Paul faith, He was delivered for 
* our Offences and raiſed again for our Juſtification.” 
Rom. 4. 25.] This is propoſed as the procunng 
cauſe of pardon, and acceptance with God Peace 
and Comfort flow from receiving it; for ** God fo 
loved the World that He gave His only begotten 
6 Son, that whoſoever believeth in Him, ſhould not 
« periſh but have Everlaſting Life; and again, Be- 
« ing Juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God, 
e through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” [Rom. 5. 1.— 
New obedience is the refult—Fhe Heart being ſweet- 
ly perſuaded of its intereſt in the Love of God, and 
having received the atonement,” { Rom. 5. 11.] 
loves God from the pureſt motives, and ſeeks, in all 
circumſtances to live to His Praiſe—Hope ſprings up 
in the Breaſt, and ** the Aﬀections are placed on things 
above, not on things that are on the Earth,” and 
the ſpiritual and glorious life of the Soul © being hid 
« with Chriſt in God, in humble expectation that 
«© when Chriſt the Believer's life ſhall appear, all 
„ that have this Hope ſhall appear with Him i 
«Glory. | Cobb 96: 25135 2443 


II. The ſecond general propoſition is to ſhew— 
Hou this Meſſage ought to be delivered—And, I 
truſt it will be acknowledged that it ought to be de- 
livered, | 1 


1. With Authority It is God's Meſſage, and 
thoſe who are appointed to deliver it, are dignified 
with the title of Ambaſſadors—as ſaith the Apoſtle, 

We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 

* did beſeech you by us: we pray you, in * 
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se ſtead be ye reconciled to God.“ [2 Cor. 5. 20. 


And this title was not in very ſenſe confined to the 
Apoſtles ; for though they undoubtedly were endued 
with extraordinary Powers, which no Miniſter in theſe 
Days, can poſſibly pretend to: yet there is a Divine, as 
well as a Human Commiſſion, under which every Mi- 


niſter of the Goſpel exerciſes his function. The chief 
part of the Human Commiſſion is nothing more than 
à proper examination, whether the Candidate for the 


ſacred Office, has previouſly received the Heavenly 
Mandate.—There is indeed a great diverſity in the 
manner of conducting this Inveſtigation, among the 
different Communities of Proteſtants ;. yet the thing 


itſelf exiſts, I believe, amongſt all, in every part of 


Chriſtendom. —It is certainly ſo in the Church of 
England, for every Miniſter, from the Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, to the pooreſt Curate in the meaneſt 


Country Village, ſolemnly proteſts, at his Ordination, 
c That he believes himſelf inwardly moved by the 


& Holy Ghoſt to take upon him the Holy. Office he 
e then ſolicits.“ | See the Ordination Office.] 


We are indeed frequently miſunderſtood upon thts 
point ; for when we ſpeak of Inſpiration, we are ſup- 
poſed to mean, the extraordinary Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, beſtowed upon the Apoſtles and primi- 
tive Chriſtians; but Brethren, we diſclaim all ſuch 
pretentions, and only mean the ordinary Operations 
of the Spirit, whoſe divine Influence inſtructs, and 
comforts all true Believers. [Fohn 14. 16, &c. ]—| See 
the Collect for Whitſunday. Ft 


2. Faithfulneſs is another characteriſtic of an Am- 
baſſador of Chriſt We have many Examples in 
Scripture to ſtimulate us to the performance of our 
duty — John the Baptiſt reproved Herod for his Sin, 
though at the hazard of his own life Peter before the 


Jewiſh Council, boldly rebuked them for the W 
| . of 


12 4 
of the Prince of life And Paul, a Priſoner in Chains, 
preached of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judge- 
ment to come, to an oppreſſive, laſcivious, and mer- 
cileſs Judge. — I never read, without emotion, thoſe 
awful words recorded by the Prophet Ezekiel, chap. 3. 
ver. 17, 18, and indeed it is enough to make the Ears 
of every Miniſter who hears them to tingle ;—* Son 
« of Man I have made thee a Watchman unto the 
«© Houſe of Iſrael: therefore hear the Word at my 
Mouth, and give them warning from me. When 
“ I fay unto the wicked, thou ſhalr ſurely die, and 
c thou givelt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
& the wicked from his wicked way to fave his life; 
c the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his iniquity : but 
ce his Blood will I require at thine Hand.” There- 
fore, my Brethren, you ſhould bear with us, for though 
our Meſſage may ſometimes be unpleaſant, when we 
warn Sinners of their evil way, and tell them they 
muſt repent or periſh; our own Souls are at ſtaxe as 


well as our Hearers, and it is our bounden duty to 
declare the Truth of Gd. 3 


3. As all ſtand in abſolute need of the Bleſſings of 
the Goſpel of Peace, they ought to be propoſed with 
the greateſt plainneſs and clearneſs, that all may un- 
derſtand, none miſtake.— There is now a vicious 
Taſte, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, reſpecting public 
Worſhip; People do not always come, as formerly, 
to proſtrate themſelves before God, imploring His 
gracious aſſiſtance and bleſſing; to thank Him for 
paſt favors, and defiring to underſtand what He has 
revealed, with a holy determination to receive, and 
practice it: but they wiſh to be entertained. Well 
turned Periods, fine Language, and flowery Rheto- 

ric are defired to gratify the fancy, more than to in- 

ſtruct the mind, and reform the life. St. Paul who 

was a Maſter both of Learning and Eloquence, when 

he was proclaiming the Heavenly news of Grace to an 
| | ignorant 
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ignorant World, ſays, © And I, Brethren, when T 


LAS I 


«© came to you, came not with excellency of Speech, 
or of Wiſdom, declaring unto you the Teſtimony 
* of God: for I determined not to know any thin 
« among you fave, Jeſus Chriſt and Him crucifi 

% And I was with you in weakneſs and in fear, and 
« jin much trembling. And my Speech, and my 


„ Preaching was not with enticing words of Man's 


« wiſdom ; but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of 


« Power: that your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the 


c wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God.“ [i Cor. 
2. 1I—5.j—And it is ſaid of our Bleſſed Lord's Mi- 
niſtry, ** That the common People heard him Glad- 
« ly” And why? becauſe they underſtood Him 
His Sermon on the Mount, is a proof of His infinite 
condeſcenſion in the inſtruction of the Populace— 
When He would exhort them to truſt in God for 
neceſſary things; He points them to the fowls of the 
Air, which poſſibly, at the inſtant, were flying over 
their Heads; and bids them look at the lilies of the 
field, which might be growing in their ſight; and as 
their Heavenly Father, by His univerſal Providence 


took care of Birds and Flowers, which were compara- 


tively of ſmall account in the Creation, He certainly 
would provide for the wants of His Children whom 
He dearly loved. Again to encourage His Diſciples 
to pray, Ne reminds them of the ſtrength of paternal 
Affection; which is ever attentive to the cry of its 
Offspring“ If a Son ſhall aſk bread of any of you 
that is a Father; will he give him a Stone? Or if 
« he aſk a Fiſh will he, for a Fiſh, give him a Ser- 
« pent? Or if he aſk an Egg will he offer him a 
« Scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to 
« give good Gifts unto your Children: how much 
« more will your Heavenly Father give the Holy 
ce Spirit to them that aſk Him?” [Luke 11. 9, &c.] 


4. Further the Goſpel of Jeſus, is to be preached 


with an affectionate regard to the Sous of Men.— 


With 


C243 


With what love does St. Paul frequently addreſs his 
Converts; ©* My beloved Sons I warn you,” and 
even aſſumes the tender feelings of a Mother, ſaying, 
„We were gentle among you, even as a Nurſe che- 
ce rjiſheth her Children: ſo heing affectionately de- 
« fjirous of you, we were willing to have imparted 
« unto you, not the Goſpel of God only, but alſo our 
«© own Souls, becauſe ye were dear unto us” He 
moreover tells them his defire was © to ſpend, and 
« be ſpent for their ſakes: and you may remember 
how frequently the Apoſtle John uſes that endearing 
appellation, ** My little Children.” This is the Spi- 
rit of every true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; he feels a 
render love to the immortal Souls of his Fellow- crea- 
tures, and uſes the moſt gentle, and affectionate lan- 
guage to draw them to the Saviour. | 


5. Again, the Meſſage ought to be delivered wich 
diſintereſtedneſs. It may probably be urged, on the 
preſent occaſion, that the Emolument' is the grand 
Object; but I cruſt I can ſay with ſincerity, for myſelf, 
and, in the Judgement of Charity, for each of the 
Candidates for this Office, that this is not the principal 
thing we have in view; it is, indeed, expreflly ſaid, 
that thoſe who preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the 
Goſpel; yet, our chief aim is to do good to the Souls 
of Men, * rightly to divide the Word of Truth, to 
© build up the broken hearted, to preach Deliverance 
to the Captives, and Happineſs to the wretched.” 
We preach not ourſelves, faith St. Paul, “but Chriſt 
« Teſus the Lord, and ourſelves your ſervants, for 


<« ſeſus' ſake.” [ 2 Cor. 4. 5.|* | 
; LE | 6. Laſtly, 


8 EE 4 


The above Paragraph has not been generally underſtood ; and 
ſome have thought it did not accord with my conduct in ſoliciting 
the CHaPLAixnsSHIP, This idea, I hope, will now be removed, 
as my meaning is very apparent, when the ſentiment is viewed in 
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6. Laſtly, It ſhould be exemplified, and drawn out | 
in the Life of the Miniſter who preaches the Word of 


Truth. Take heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy Doc- 
« trine,” was St. Paul's advice to Timothy, Con- 
c tinue in them: for in ſo doing thou ſhalt both ſave 
« thyſelf, and them that hear thee.” (1 Tim. 4. 16.] 
Chriſt compared his Diſciples to the ſun “ Ye are 
e the Light of the World.” © Let,” therefore, 
« your Light ſhine before Men that they may ſee 


« your good Works, and glorify your Father which 


* is in Heaven.” [Mat. 5. 14. 16.] Make it mani- 
feſt that you believe in, and are influenced by your 
own Doctrine. I have ſomewhere read an account of 
a Preacher, of Antiquity, whoſe Learning and Elo« 
quence, captivated his Auditors, but he was a very 
bad Man; and it was faiq of him, „When in the 


« Pulpit, it was a pity he ſhould ever come out; but 


when out, it was a pity he ſhould ever go in.” There 
is little ex pectation of ſuch a man doing much good. 


Example is, in many caſes, better than precept, for 


even good inſtructions from an immoral Man, fail of 
their effect, and are like blunted arrows againſt a. 
brazen wall.—But I haſten to the laſt general Head of 
Diſcourſe, to ſhew— 


III In what Manner the Meſſage ſhould be received 
for Edification. Remember, it is God's Meſſage, 
therefore it ſhould be received with ſubmiſſion and 

| humility. 
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its whole connection.— The ſpiritual Welfare of Mankind, ought 
undoubted?y to be the chief Object of every Miniſter of Chriſt : the 
reward of that ſervice, a ſecondary one ; and whilſt a proper ſenſe 
of Duty ſtimulates to the former, we diſclaim not the latter. An 
extraordinary purity of Motive, in this conteſt, I do not pretend 
to.—I have the common feelings of a Man—I have the feelings of 
a Father of four young Children, whoſe comfortable Maintenance, 
and decent Education, depend upon the Reward of their Parent's 
Miniſtry. O.None can therefore blame me for uſing all lawful, and 


| Honorable Means to promote their Happineſs. 
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humility. Thus Eli and David calmly, and patiently 
\ubmitted to the Divine Will, although it acquainted 
them with ſome diſtreſſing circumſtances of a domeſtic 
nature, even to the cutting off of their own Children,- 
and ſome of them in a violent and awful manner.— }, 
[x Sam. 3. 18.—2 Sam. 12. 22, 23. ] It is a part of 
our office to reprove Sin, and our Hearers are wiſe 
when they ſubmit to ſuch reproofs. If a Man had a 
Gangrene in his Limb, would he refuſe to let a ſkill 
ful Surgeon remove the Bandage becauſe it put him 
to a little pain, when perhaps his life was at ſtake ? 
No—He would rather ſuffer almoſt any operation 
than die under his Malady..-Pſ/alm 38. 5 4, 2 
1ſa. 1. 6. — Matt. 9. 12.] Sin is the Dileaſe of the 
Soul, and is the procuring cauſe of Spiritual and 
Eternal Death We are all infected by it, and nothing 
will effectually cure us, but the Blood of Him who 
was Wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and Bruiſed 
for our Iniquities, and by whoſe Stripes we are 
** healed. — Iſaiab 53.] Again, it mult be received 
with Faith—Acknowledging the Juſtice of God in 
puniſhing for Sin—And believing the Record which 
God has given of His Son for Deliverance from it 
* And this is the Record, ſaith St. John, that God 
e hath given to us Eternal Life: and this Life is in His 
4 Son. He that hath the Son hath Life, and he that 
© hath not the Son of God hath not Life.” [1 Fohn,' 
5, 11, 12.|- Laſtly, the Goſpel Meſſage ought to 
be received with Thankfulneſs, it being the mean of 
preſent Peace, as well as affording a pleaſing Hope of a 
Bliſsful Immortality—Our Gratitude for ſuch ineſtima- 
ble Benefits ſhould be manifeſted, in revering God's 
Sabbaths—Attending His Holy Ordinances---Read- 
ing His bleſſed Word---Earneſtly praying for the Aid 
of His Grace, that we may in all providential Calami- 
ties, reſign ourſelves to His righteous Will: and be 
enabled, amidſt the manifold enſnaring Tempta- 
tions of the preſent State, to live to his Praiſe and 


Glory. | 4 
5 Men 


— 


— 


- _— 


W 


> — — — — 
- 1 IL FT 7 
8 2 nn 
ä 
— * wy rec Þ 
: 


” -— 2 — we F — 2 2 
— 2 rr - — . * eye 
A F 
= — 2 * Sv > — — my e & 
” * 
— 7 . 


- 4 * — 
r Gow — 
3 r 

— N * bh 


— — — - r 
—  — — "x A IIS <4 
: * * 
8 32 — EIT, 7 
4% 
2 


< 


r 
* 
— 


4 * 


* 7 * wa? b 8 3 
bo * %s * 5 * A 1 Fr : < 
; 
- -2 — 5 ” 
5 "F * — . = 
: ; 8 2 1 5 : 
* ö * I * > I = E * 
" 1 1 8 * - 
4 Fe "7+ 4 9 2 3 
J , O 2 8 0 
8 ; N * CON alk, as 3 
7 _ F * 8 : E x 
£ 2 $ s 53 % * . > 
. - : n 5 a ; 7" 
* hb . 


Men and Brethren, ** ſuffer the Word of Exhor- | 
tation,” I have now given you my general view of the” 


Work of the Miniſtry, and nothing remains but to 


_  Exhort you to avoid, as much as poſlible, that bicker- 
ing and animoſity, which are too common in conteſted = 


Elections. Why ſhould your eſpouſing the cauſe f 
different Candidates, interrupt the friendly intercourſe 
that formerly fubſiſted among you? Thoſe who think 
proper to promote the Intereſt of any other Candi- 7 
date, either from perſonal Friendſhip, or as more 
deſerving the office than myſelf, 1 do not conſider 


as my Enemies; indeed, to my knowledge Þ have no 


Enemy upon Earth, if 1 had he ſhoujd have my 
Prayers - e 
Let your Zeal be moderate, for remember that in a 
very ſhort ſpace, Competitors and Partiſans, Electors 
and Elected, will all tread that beaten Path, which is 


yet unknown; 1 mean the Way of all Fleſh—And' 


when the awful Scene of Life ſhall cloſe upon you, 
may you have the pleaſing confolation to fay ; 


2 


through the Lord's Blefling on the faithful Labors of 
the ſucceſsful Candidate, whoever he may be, I 


ic know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
s ſtand at the latter Day upon the Earth, and though 
te after my Skin Worms deftroy this Body yet in my 
& Fleſh, I ſhall ſee God, whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, 
« and mine Eyes ſhall behold and not another,” 
Job 19. 25.] And whatever may be the iſſue of 
this Election, I humbly and fincerely pray, that tbe 


God of all Grace and Goodneſs, would pour upon you 
the choiceſt of His Bleſſings : and may you, and 


yours, be happy in His Love to all Eternity. 
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